INTRODUCTION 
	Alhamdulillah. I wish to begin by expressing my sincere appreciation to Allah (SWT) for sparing our lives and for giving us the strength and wisdom to stand before you today and present the 2017 Budget Estimates, which is tagged “Budget of Stabilization”. I have no doubt in my mind that from the date we took over the administration of Katsina State, the art and process of governance in the State have completely changed to a process where people always come first. 
	Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of Katsina State House of Assembly, I wish to reassure you that the present administration is strictly following its designed policies and programmes for the general well being of the people of Katsina State. We once again express our gratitude to Allah for guiding us to success.


2016 BUDGET REVIEW
 	It is common knowledge to all Nigerians in general and people of Katsina State in particular, that the 2016 financial year came with so many challenges. Governments at all levels were and are still battling with dwindling oil revenue arising from the world wide fall of crude oil prices, economic saboteurs, militants in the Niger Delta, Insurgents, Kidnappers, Cattle Rustlers and so on. These have greatly affected revenue generation at all levels. Without these revenues, Governments find it difficult to perform to the expectations of the people. Despite all these, Katsina State Government was able to accomplish a lot in the areas of Education, Health, provision of potable drinking water for both human and animal consumption, Infrastructural Development, Poverty Alleviation, Economic Empowerment, Security, etc.
Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of the State House of Assembly, other distinguished guests, let me therefore seize this opportunity to review the performance of the 2016 Budget in the process of uplifting the lives and standard of living of the people of Katsina State.

INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT
	The 2016 Budget which was tagged “Restoration of Hope” was designed to restore the hope of the people of Katsina State. The intention was to complete all ongoing projects across the State and rehabilitate and upgrade dilapidated structures in addition to executing new ones. Part of the road construction projects which the present administration inherited include Marabar Sayaya – Sayaya – Tashar Icce Road (24km); Eka – Kadandani – Kuraye – Yargamji Road (21km); Sandamu – Baure – Babban Mutum Road (75km), etc. All these are currently being funded to ensure their early completion and utilization by the people of Katsina State.
	Inspite of the lean financial resources, the present administration has under the 2016 Budget awarded Contracts for the Construction of 40km Gora – Makaurachi – Mallamawa Road, at an Estimated Total Cost of N2,643,382,903.91 which has recorded 29% progress; 50km Dutsin-ma – Tsaskiya – Babban Duhu – Kukar Samu Road at the cost of N3,288,292,097.71 with 12% progress; and 38km Fago – Katsayal – Kwasarawa – Jirdede – Koza Road which was awarded at the cost of N1,909,827,028.49 and has recorded 34.6% progress. Also, the State Government has recently awarded Contract for upgrading of Katsina Township Streetlights at the cost of N136,112,645.56. The project is at an advanced stage of execution. 
	Similarly, considering the level of dilapidation on most of the roads across the State, the Government embarked on massive rehabilitation of roads such as Magamar Ajiwa – Makurda Road which was rehabilitated at the cost of N2,842,420.00; Yankara – Faskari – Maigora Road which was rehabilitated at the cost of N2,777,500.00; Malumfashi Township Roads which cost the Government the sum of N8,566,750.00; Funtua Township Roads at the cost of N4,948,000.00; etc. The total amount released as Capital Allocation to the Ministry of Works, Housing and Transport as at 30th November, 2016 was the sum of N5,796,081,199.90.

WATER RESOURCES
	Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of the State House of Assembly, in an effort to provide safe and potable drinking water, the Government had completed the first phase of the rehabilitation of Malumfashi Water Supply Scheme which was awarded at an Estimated Total Cost of N1.5Billion while the contract for the rehabilitation and upgrade of Kafur Water Supply Scheme was awarded at the cost of about N200million. Similarly, the Contract for the expansion and rehabilitation of Ajiwa Water Works which was awarded at the cost of about N2.0Billion has reached an advanced stage of execution. The State Government has also within the 2016 financial year procured 1,502 metric tons of Alum in addition to other water treatment chemicals at the cost of N258,598,336.00. Other projects include rehabilitation of existing boreholes and construction of new ones across the State to boost the provision of potable water for human and animal consumption. Government has in the 11 SHAWN Local Governments constructed 678 hand pump boreholes and 20 motorized boreholes, 6No. compartments of latrines in some selected Secondary Schools and provided hand washing facilities in 11No. Primary Schools. Arrangements have been concluded by the State Government to award contracts for the drilling of 46 hand pump boreholes, 23 motorized solar boreholes as well as rehabilitation of 680 boreholes across the State.  From January to November, 2016 the sum of N1,854,387,868.00 was released to the Ministry of Water Resources as Capital Allocation to cater for these water projects. 

AGRICULTURE
	Katsina State being an agrarian State relies so much on agricultural activities for economic growth and sustainability. Despite the economic challenges, the State Government had within the 2016 financial year procured 23,000MT of fertilizers at an estimated total cost of N3.2 Billion which was distributed to farmers across the State at subsidized rates. This resulted in the increased production of agricultural commodities. Similarly, the State Government had rehabilitated Earth Dams, Irrigation Schemes as well as purchased 620No. 3 inch irrigation pumps and agro-chemicals for distribution to farmers. For example the Government has under the 2016 budget participated actively in the operation of Jibiya Irrigation project, rehabilitated Daberan Dam and Irrigation Scheme as well as Tafoki Dam and Irrigation Scheme among others. To control and improve the health status of livestock, the Government had within the 2016 financial year conducted the annual vaccination exercise, where thousands of animals were vaccinated against common diseases affecting animals in the State. The Government is making special efforts through the Ministry of Agriculture to boost Rice, tomato and cowpeas Production in the State. The Ministry of Agriculture had as at November, 2016 received a total sum of N1,674,936,672.00 as Capital Allocation. 



EDUCATION
	The Education Sector had benefited immensely from the 2016 Budget. Apart from the Construction of new Government Day Secondary Schools at Kaita in Kaita Local Government Area awarded at the cost of N124,810,100.17 which is about to be completed and Kadisau in Faskari Local Government Area awarded at an Estimated Total Cost of N101,561,463.93, whose execution will soon start, so many Schools were renovated and upgraded in order to make the atmosphere conducive for teaching and learning. These include the renovation and upgrade of Government Girls Science Secondary School, Ajiwa which costs the State Government the sum of N241,367,734.83, Government Day Secondary School, Makera, Funtua awarded at an Estimated Total Cost of N81,713,652.66, Government Science Secondary School, Bindawa which was executed at the cost of N56,877,133.02. Others include Government Science Secondary School, Batagarawa which was awarded at an Estimated Total Cost of N203,736,808.68, Government Unity Secondary School Malumfashi awarded at an Estimated Total Cost of N178,994,416.13, New Government Science Secondary School Musawa (formerly Dandattijo Community Secondary School, Musawa) at the cost of N179,476,982.37, Government Girls Secondary School, Shargalle awarded at the cost of N78,280,729.98, Government Girls Arabic Secondary School, Kabomo at the cost of N66,333,969.33, Government Girls Day Secondary School, Malumfashi at the cost of N57,358,754.40, Computer Based Test Centres at Funtua, Malumfashi, Daura and Dutsinma at the cost of N21,096,109.00. All in all the Government has expended the sum of N963,630,183.55 in the course of rehabilitation, upgrade and construction of additional blocks of classrooms in 15No. Secondary Schools across the State.
	In line with the new policy of the State Government for payment of examination fees to eligible candidates of the State origin, the Government had effected payments of both NECO and WAEC Examination fees in respect of the candidates that were qualified to benefit from the programme. The sum of N500,000,000.00 has been earmarked for the payment of examination fees for the Government Sponsored Candidates. 
	The State Government had successfully accessed the sum of N876,756,755.00 from Universal Basic Education Commission, Abuja after the payment of the State counterpart contribution of the same amount. In the process the State Universal Basic Education Board has under this Administration rehabilitated 215 Schools and constructed 276 classrooms while over 19,000 sets of various furniture items were supplied to Primary Schools across the State. The Education Sector had received a total capital allocation in the sum of N1,681,611,428.00 as at November, 30th, 2016.

HEALTH 
	Taking into consideration the dilapidated nature of hospitals across the State, the State Government had under the 2016 Budget concentrated more on the renovation and upgrade of hospitals across the State. The renovation and upgrade of General Hospitals Katsina, Funtua and Daura, Phase I and II awarded at an Estimated Total Cost of N857,039,787.70 have reached advanced stage of execution. Other projects include the renovation and upgrade of General Hospital Kankia awarded at the cost of N251,552,416.71 and the College of Nursing and Midwifery at the total sum of N94,614,000.00. Recently, the Government awarded contract for the supply and installation of hospital equipment for health facilities undergoing rehabilitation across the State at the sum of N700million. Also, arrangements are on top gear to establish a Teaching Hospital at Umaru Musa Yar’adua University as the construction of Administrative block of the Hospital will commence in the 2017 financial year. 
	In an effort to address the dearth of qualified Health Personnel in Government Health Facilities across the State, the Government had employed 530 new staff that include Medical Doctors, Nurses, Laboratory Technicians, Hospital Secretaries and other category of Health Personnel. The affected staff have since been posted to various hospitals for effective utilization.
	Similarly, the policy of the State Government on the purchase and distribution of Free Medicare Drugs across the State had continued under the 2016 Budget. Already adequate drugs, under the Scheme, were procured and distributed to all the hospitals across the State. The sum of N1,863,161,646.00 was released to the Ministry of Health as at 30th November, 2016 as Capital Allocation.  

ENVIRONMENT
	In an effort to save the environment and reduce cases of overflooding and other environmental challenges, the Government had within the 2016 financial year concentrated on the construction of re-enforced concrete/block lined drains with cover slabs across the State as well as continued with the environmental sanitation exercise to provide and sustain clean environment all over the State. Some of the projects include erosion control project at Kayauki village in Batagarawa Local Government Area awarded at the cost of N143,953,147.89 which has been awarded recently; construction of masonary lined Drain, pedestrian/ vehicular cover slab and laterite filling at Unguwar Jikamshi in Musawa Local Government Area awarded at an estimated cost of N37,219,626.02; construction of masonary lined drain at Samaru Village in Mani Local Government Area awarded at the cost of N7,871,452.19. Similarly, the Government has awarded contracts for the construction of re-enforced concrete/block lined drain with cover slab at Filin Samji and Kofar Kaura/Kofar Kwaya i.e along Yahaya Madaki Way in an effort to control flood in Katsina metropolis at an Estimated Total Cost of N236,504,648.57. Others include Yaranchi ‘A’ which was awarded at the cost of N191,118,754.00, Yaranchi ‘B’ at the cost of N182,141,474.00, Dandagoro at the cost of N61,681,770.00, Kaita Road at the cost of N23,625,053.00, construction of re-enforced concrete line drain culverts and access slab along the road leading from Family Support School at cost of N175,377,927.38, and construction of 3 Cells box culverts at Kofar Durbi at the cost of N35,276,263.74 among so many others. The Ministry of Environment had so far received the sum of N2,419,158,456.00 as at 30th November, 2016 as Capital Allocation.

RURAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
	The State Government has put in place so many projects to improve rural communities in order to reduce cases of rural to urban migration. Government has procured and distributed transformers to improve electricity supply to many rural communities across the State. New electrification projects were effected and rehabilitation and improvement of the existing ones were successfully executed. Government has procured and installed 86No. transformers across the State. Some of the Communities that benefited from the installation of the transformers include Kafur, Kwana Guga in Funtua, Karkara Road and Abattoir in Katsina metropolis in addition to expansion of distribution networks at Behind Steel Rolling and Sabuwar Unguwa in Katsina Local Government Area among others. The sum of N326,597,472.10 was released for expansion and distribution of Rural Electrification Projects and procurement of Transformers as at 30th November, 2016.
	In the Social Sector, the State Government sponsored Sportsmen and Women to participate in various national and international competitions and in the process entrenched effective reward system for the best performing ones. Recently, the State Football Team, Katsina United Football Club qualified for promotion to the elite Nigeria Premier League, while the Feeder Team and Malumfashi United Football Club were successfully promoted to play in the Division I of the Nigeria Nation-Wide League Football Competition. These are in addition to the emergence of the State Para Soccer Team as the second best in the National Polio Day Para Soccer Tournament, which took place in Port Harcourt, Rivers State.
	It is the commitment of the State Government to provide conducive atmosphere for sporting activities that attract individuals and Organizations to come to Katsina State for series of activities. Within the year, the State Government hosted the Nigerian Airforce Games and the Camping Programme for the Nigeria National Team Under 17 for two months.     

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
	The Government has through the State Economic Empowerment Directorate embarked on massive economic empowerment through the distribution of soft loans to Small and Medium Entrepreneurs across the State. The CBN Development Loan Scheme was successfully implemented in the State. The sum of N2,000,000,000.00 was distributed to entrepreneurs in the State as soft loan, which greatly assisted in establishing businesses and employment generation.
	Out of the total amount disbursed, the sum of N56,700,000.00 was distributed to 1,890 people living with Disability at the rate of N30,000.00/person. The sum of N5,250,000.00 was shared to 35No. operators of Telecommunication Kiosks at the rate of N150,000.00 per Kiosk. 34No. Local Government Area Organized Trade Associations were given a total sum of N272,000,000.00 at the rate of N8,000,000.00 per Local Government Area. In addition, the sum of N47,500,000.00 was distributed in Katsina, Funtua, Daura, Malumfashi, Kankia, Dutsinma and Mani Local Government Areas, where about 7,000 people benefited. The sum of N104,100,000.00 was distributed to Women for Goat Breeding where 2,082 Women across the State benefited from the facility at the rate of N50,000/beneficiary. Others that benefited from the loan facility include Unemployed Graduates, Faith Based Organizations, Small and Medium Enterprise, Local Government Co-operatives, etc. All in all, 75,194 benefited from the CBN Loan Facility.    
	In line with the policy of the present administration on private sector, job creation and entrepreneurial promotion through generation of viable investment opportunities in the State, the State Government organized the Economic and Investment Summit which took place from 9th – 11th May, 2016. The theme of the Summit was “Unlocking Investment Potentials for Sustainable Development”.
	The Summit had succeeded in connecting Katsina State to the Global Investment Map especially to Domestic and International Investment Community and related regulatory authorities. Also, investment opportunities available in Katsina State were documented in form of Investors’ Guide as well as creation of website for the purpose.
	Some of the outcome of the Summit include the handing over of Moribund Kankia Metal Works to Ampri Global, an Indian Company on concessionary arrangement, foundation laying ceremony for the construction of 500 affordable housing units, by Sapaz Shelter Nig. Ltd, the construction of Bio Fertilizer Plant by Salad Green House Ltd, a Canadian Company.  Similarly, arrangements for the establishment of 800 hectares Industrial Park along Jibia Road Katsina have reached an advanced stage as already, the State Government had commissioned a Consultant for the purpose. In addition the State Government is currently discussing with the Obax, Power China and SunAfrica Companies for the development of Solar Power Projects ranging from 100 – 300MW in capacity. The State Government is providing all the necessary support to the Companies to secure licenses and permit required from the Federal Government.     
YOUTH AND WOMEN DEVELOPMENT
	One of the major areas of the State Government attention is the issue of Youth and Women Development. The Government has provided series of support and assistance to Youth and Women Organizations across the State. The Government has within the year expended about N9.5m to procure and distribute items such as grinding machines to empower and resettle women on different trades/skills. The items were distributed during the celebration of the 2016 International Women’s Day. Also, about N21.0m was expended on the renovation and equipping of Daura Bakery, where women will be trained on confectionary and catering services. In addition women with health and social issues were assisted by the Government. In terms of assistance, it is my belief that none of the previous Administrations had assisted the citizens of Katsina State with health and other critical issues like the present administration.
	Similarly, the State Government has through a Special Youth Vocational Entrepreneurship Programme under the Governor’s Office anchored by Sir Ahmadu Bello Sardauna Memorial Foundation, trained 300 youths (male and female). The training cut across trades that include: ICT skills; poultry production; vegetable oil extraction; catering; cosmetics; interior decoration; shoes and bags making; and tailoring. The sum of N257,363,330.00 was expended by the State Government in the provision of required take-off materials, business premises and logistics support.   

SECURITY
	Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of the State House of Assembly other distinguished guests, we are all very much aware of the security challenges facing the Government and good people of the State. The issue of cattle rustling, armed banditry and kidnapping are seriously affecting the people of the State especially those living in the rural communities.
	The Government had commenced useful discussions with the rustlers and others engaged in criminal activities through a strong Amnesty/Dialogue Committee set up by the Government to bring to an end their criminal activities and re-integrate them into the larger society. 
	The Committee in the Governor’s Office which consists of key stakeholders has already started recording success as already peace is being enjoyed across the affected areas. The objective is to ensure that all arms unlawfully held by repentant rustlers are retrieved and surrendered to the Law Enforcement Agencies. The State Government had expended a total sum of N1,707,840,482.00 during the period under review.   


2016 BUDGET PERFORMANCE
	The following is the performance of the 2016 Budget as at 30th November, 2016:
REVENUE
Total Recurrent Revenue		=	N50,561,929,508.88  
EXPENDITURE					
Total Recurrent Expenditure	=	N30,268,232,817.78
Net Recurrent Revenue		=	N20,293,696,691.10
Add Opening Bank Balances	=	N10,500,000,000.00
Total for Capital Services		=	N30,793,696,691.10
Out of the sum of  N30,793,696,691.10 available for Capital Services, the sum of N22,848,748,764.23 was released to Ministries, Departments and Agencies as at 30th November, 2016.   	

SECTORAL PERFORMANCE OF THE 2016 BUDGET
	The State Government had performed creditably well in each Sector of the economy in the 2016 Budget despite the decreased revenue allocation to the State. Breakdown of the Sectoral performance as at 30th November, 2016 will be provided by the Special Adviser, Budget and Economic Planning.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2017 BUDGET
	Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of the State House of Assembly other distinguished invited guests, having reviewed the 2016 budget and its performance, it is now my pleasure to give you the highlights of the 2017 Budget, which is tagged “Budget of Stabilization”.
The total Budget for the 2017 Fiscal Year is in the sum of N140,162,092,690.00 with 66% Capital Expenditure and 34% Recurrent Expenditure. In aggregate terms the 2017 Budget is higher than that of 2016 by N28,710,088,420.00. The 2017 Budget is structured with a total recurrent expenditure of N47,730,311,360.00 or 34% of the total budget and capital expenditure of N92,431,781,330.00 which is equivalent to 66% of the total budget. The Budget is specifically designed to tally with the 3 year Development Plan of the present administration.

RECURRENT REVENUE 
	The total recurrent revenue to finance the  Budget stands at N75,629,296,540.00 which comprises of N10,838,112,660.00 as Internally Generated Revenue, N8,694,183,880.00 as other Internal Revenue and N56,100,000,000.00 as Revenue Receivable through the Federation Account.

RECURRENT EXPENDITURE 
The recurrent expenditure aspect of the budget is broken into the following components:
i) Personnel Cost 			=	N22,765,321,295.00 – 47.7%
ii) Overhead Cost			=	N 9,720,595,820.00 – 20.4%
iii) Consolidated Revenue 
Fund Charges			=	N15,244,403,245.00 – 31.9%
Total 			=	N47,730,311,360.00 – 100%

CAPITAL RECEIPTS 
	The total amount available for capital expenditure is drawn from the following:
i) Net Recurrent Revenue		=	N27,898,985,180.00
ii) Refund and Bank Loan		=	N25,000,000,000.00
iii) 2016 Closing Bank Balances	=	N25,363,681,485.00
iv) Internal Capital Receipt 		=	N  5,842,992,315.00
v) External Capital Receipt 		=	N 8,326,122,350.00
Total				=	N92,431,781,330.00 	

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE:
The sum of N92,431,781,330.00 or 66% of the total Budget is estimated for the capital expenditure with Sectoral allocation as follows:
i) Economic Sector	=	N25,673,923,845.00	=	27.8%
ii) Social Service Sector	=	N23,953,244,835.00	=	25.9%
iii) Regional Dev.		=	N32,421,439,665.00	=	35.1%
iv) Administration		=	N  4,420,193,625.00	=	4.8%
v) Judiciary			=	N     556,338,925.00	=	0.6%
vi) Legislature 		=	N     274,680,000.00	=	0.3%
vii) Miscellaneous 		=	N  1,720,600,000.00	=	1.9%
viii) Debt Servicing 		=	N  3,411,360,435.00	=	3.7%
		Total 		=	N92,431,781,330.00	=	100%

RESTORATION AGENDA 
	In line with the Restoration Agenda of this administration, Education, Health, Water Resources, Agriculture, Environment, Works, Housing and Transport and Solid Minerals will continue to get the attention of the Government in the allocation of funds and execution of policies. Under the 2017 Budget estimates, the breakdown of the proposed allocation to key Restoration Agenda Sectors is as follows:
i) Education		=	N16,052,986,765	=	17.4%
ii) Health			=	N  6,531,832,895	=	7%
iii) Water Resources	=	N14,533,780,250	=	15.7%
iv) Agriculture 		=	N  8,590,504,945	=	9%
v) Works (Roads)	=	N15,517,679,500	=	16.8%
vi) Environment		=	N  7,765,749,940	=	8.74%
Total 		=	N68,992,534,195	=	74.64% 

CONCLUSION
	Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of the State House of Assembly other distinguished guests, let me at this stage reassure the people of Katsina State that the present administration is trying hard to ensure judicious utilization of the resources available for the growth and development of the State. Despite all the challenges in the Internally Generated Revenue and the Revenue allocation from the Federation Account, the State Government is resolved, determined and committed to the development of the State in the year 2017. 
	At this juncture, I wish to crave the indulgence of the people of Katsina State to continue their prayers for the present administration to execute all the proposed projects and programmes lined up in the Budget. As I always say “The quest to develop Katsina State is a race and a task that must be accomplished”.   
	Finally, I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the people of Katsina State, our Royal Fathers particularly Their Royal Highnesses the Emirs of Katsina and Daura, the Business Community, our Elders, the Ulamas, Students, Professional Bodies, Non-Governmental Organizations for their support and encouragement. On this occasion I want to express our gratitude to our development partners and other investors who have shown faith in our potentials. 
	Also, my special appreciation goes to the entire Honourable House of Assembly for the co-operation accorded to this administration and the prompt attention given to all issues sent to the House for approval and confirmation.    

Thank you all and God bless.
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